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Text by Lee Sze Yong, Manager, Council Support

The 2022 SMA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was 
successfully conducted on 24 April 2022, with the 62nd 
Council and SMA Members in attendance.

SMA President Dr Tan Yia Swam started the 
proceedings by thanking Members for attending the AGM 
via teleconference. She highlighted the following key 
points during the President’s message:

Ltd (SMAPL) were presented by Adj Prof Tan Sze Wee, 
Chairperson of SMAPL. SMAPL’s profit and loss statement 
largely depends on the performance of its investments. 
For 2021, SMAPL’s investment account achieved a net 
profit of $923K after tax, which includes a dividend 
income of $226K. 

Dr Chong Yeh Woei, Chairperson of the SMA Charity 
Fund (SMACF), reported that SMACF awarded bursaries to 
57 medical students in 2021, disbursing a total of $285,000.

Members present affirmed the SMA Council’s proposal 
to elect Prof Tan Chorh Chuan as an SMA Honorary 
Member. The Honorary Membership will be conferred 
during the SMA Annual Dinner, to be held in November 
this year.

Elections for the 63rd SMA Council were then 
conducted, and Dr Tan Yia Swam was re-elected as SMA 
President for her third term. Following which, the election 
for the executive committee was conducted.

The AGM also approved the appointment of  
A/Prof Cheong Pak Yean to replace Dr Tan Cheng Bock  
as a Trustee of the SMAPL. 

With that, the AGM was concluded. 

1.	 Post- COVID -19 – challenges that remain for 
the profession, continued engagement with 
stakeholders on relevant issues.

2.	 Junior doctors’ welfare – including harassment/
bullying concerns.

Honorary Secretary Dr Ng Chew Lip then highlighted 
the ground rules for the teleconferencing AGM, and 
referred Members to the SMA Annual Report 2021/2022 
themed “Advocating Change”.

Honorary Treasurer Dr Daniel Lee Hsien Chieh 
presented the 2021 accounts for SMA, of which he 
highlighted an operating surplus of $414K (excluding 
investment accounts) in 2021. The accounts for SMA Pte 
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Dr Ng is an ENT consultant in public service. After a day of doctoring 
and cajoling the kids at home to finish their food, his idea of relaxation 
is watching a drama serial with his lovely wife and occasionally throwing 
some paint on a canvas.In appreciation of your continued 

support, the SMA Membership 
Committee is pleased to present 
SMA face mask (or SMAsks!) to 
Members in good standing (one 
mask each, no reservations and 
while stocks last). 

You may collect your SMA face 
mask at our office (2985 Jalan 
Bukit Merah, #02-2C SMF Building, 
Singapore 159457) from Monday to 
Friday between 9 am and 6 pm or 
email us at membership@sma.org.sg  
if you would like to receive one in 
the mail. Masks are available in navy 
blue, grey and white.

We look forward to serving  
and representing you for many 
more years.

SMAsk distribution exercise

The SMA Wine Chapter has been renamed the SMA NK Yong Wine Chapter in honour 
of SMA Past President, the late Dr Yong Nen Khiong who passed away in March 2021. 

Dr Yong was our longest serving President and was elected President of the 
SMA for the following terms: 1980–1981, 1982–1985, and 1987–1989. Dr Yong  
was conferred the SMA Honorary Membership in 2002. He and his team 
successfully performed the first open-heart surgery in Singapore in 1965. 

Dr Yong began his foray into wines in late 1982, and was recognised 
worldwide as an authority on the subject as well as for his most impressive wine 
collection. He wrote a weekly wine column for The Business Times for 30 years.

We wish to record our appreciation to his wife, Mrs Melina Yong, for giving us 
permission to rename the Wine Chapter after Dr Yong. We believe this renaming 
combines the two great passions of the late Dr Yong – medicine and wine. 

SMA Wine Chapter renamed in honour of Dr NK Yong
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