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THE ASSOCIATION
CONGRATULATES:

i) Dr Yeo Kian Hong M.
Ch.,, FR.CS.E. and Mr P. C.
N. Wong on their being ap-
pointed senior lecturers in
Orthopaedic Surgery, Univer-
sity of Singapore.

ii) Dr B. R. Sreenivasan
F.R.C.P. on being elected to
be a FELLOW of the Royal
College of Physicians of Lon-
don.

iii) Dr Tan Kwang Hoh
M.R.C.P.E, on being promot-
ed to Senior Paediatrician.
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SMA MEETS MINISTRY OF DEFENCE OFFICIALS
- PEOPLE’S DEFENCE FORCE

The Seventh Council of the SMA has decided to keep a
register of members who wish to volunteer to provide medical
facilities for the People’s Defence Force. Details will be
circularised by the SMA Secretary.

The following is an extract of the meeting held at the
Ministry of Defence on July 19. The representatives for
the Ministry of Defence & Interior were Mr HR Hochstadt,
Major CM Cardoza, Mr Leo Lian Lim, and the representa-
tives of the SMA were: Dr C. Marcus, Dr V. Thambipillai,
Dr John Chong and Mr Arthur Lim:

‘ “Dr. C. Malilcus stated that
I from the exchange of letters
MARCUS | there appears to be a great

REPRESENTS deal of misunderstanding

?gtween the Association and
he Ministry of Interior &
PRIVATE SECTOR

Defence. The intention in
hlav;rflg tge meeting was to
. clarify the position of the

Dr Colin Marcus was ap- Singapore Medical Associat-
pointed to represent the ions’ participation in the Peo-
“private sector” on a Com- p_leg’ D(éfenlc]etForce and to
mittee appointed to advise find out what was expected
the Minister for Health on | Of the members of the As-

: sociation in volunteering their
the subject of Hon. Consul- services.

-

tar_lts and to TESE’mmeBFi_ ap : “2. The representatives of
pomuments oL 1ol vounsuls g MID. informed the S.M.A.
tants when necessary. that as an additional incen-
tive to members of the

The other members consist Peoples’ Defence Force for
of Mr T. L. Whang (Deputy their contribution towards
Chairman PSC), Dr Eddie Ho the defence of the country,
(Ministry of Health), Prof. it was decided that a clinic

i
Wong Hock Boon (Medical be set up to provide a free

) > medical service for them and
Faculty, University of Singa- immediate members of their
pore) and Mr. K. L. Woon

families. The1 cltinic to be
manned by voluntary doctors
(secretary). on roster,

Cr‘x‘& Accgrdi?gt t‘?i Dr John
‘Chong the intention, as he
AFFILIATED SOCIETIES gathered from the meeting
ND with the Prime Minister in

A December last year, was to

have specialists in the scheme
so as to make the medical
cover to be provided more
attractive to the PDF mem-
bers. On enquiry of Dr John
Chong as to whether it was
intended that specialists be
included in the scheme, the !
. Ministry of Interior & De- |
fence representative replied !
that the immediate require-
ment was really for an out-
patient type service but Min-
istry was open to suggestion

STANDING COMMITTEES

are invited to
send brief reports
of their activities for
publication to the
EDITOR, c¢/0 Alumni Centre
(You may ring. Editor
direct at 20467)

by the Association in this re-
gard.

“4, Mr Arthur Lim inform-
ed the meeting that from his
own personal experience he
felt that some of the general
practitioners indicated that
they would be happy to see
the PDF members at their
own clinics either free or at a

COLOMBO PLAN
SCHOLARS
Dr Lim Kwang Hui has

been awarded the Colombo
Plan Scholarship to study in

ETHICS:

The S.M.A. Council received numerous ethical
complaints and questions on ethical problems. S.M.A.
members are requested to read the Ethical Code
(available from S.A. office) for guidance and refers
specially to the following:

1. Other Doctors patients
A: (SMA Ethical Code Chap III page 14).

“While a patient has a right to change doctors, a
doctor should communicate with the patient’s doctor it
he is aware that the patient has been seen by him for
the same complaint. However, if a patient wants to change
his doctor, his previous doctor should provide full notes
on the patient to the new doctor.”

B: (Doctor Maurice Dawdson in his book on “Medical
Ethics” wrote:)

“Patients are seldom stolen, but they may be lost or
strayed. They are not often enticed by the other fellow,
but they go to him because they think he is is better.
Perhaps he is.

If a patient wishes to change his doctor, he should do
so, but he should do so openly, giving his reason. Any
other course is a breach of good manners. The doctor
who is losing a patient has no right to try to prevent him
going, and he would be unwise to try, but for his own
tuture guidance, he should ask why. The losing doctor
and the receiving doctor should each notify the other of
the change. Good patients seldom leave good doctors.”

2. Doctor — doctor’s relationship: (S.M.A. Ethical Code
Chapter III page 14.)

“Problems of mutual relationship may arise in three
groups: between general practitioners, between consul-
tants, and betweem practitioners and consultants. Go-

verning all these relallonsnips 1S thé Iunaamental neea 1l
the profession to present a unified front. No body of men
is more criticized than doctors; we must not foster that
critical attitude by critizing each other — at any rate we
must not let it be known that we do so. We shall hear
criticism of our colleagues by patients; we must ignore

- or squash them. We shall hear gossip; we must determine
that we, at any rate, do nothing to disseminate it” — Sir
Hesseage Ogilvie.

3. Types of Private Practitioner: (S.M.A. Ethical Code
Chap III page 14).
“In Singapore there are three types of medical pract-
ice, namely:

(a) Consultant practice, where the doctor accepts
only cases referred by general practitioners:
(b) Specialist practice, where the doctor with recog-
nised qualifications and experience by the S.M.C.
confines his practice only to his speciality; and
(¢c) General practice.

4. Signboards and name plates: (S.M.A. Ethical Code
Chap II D page 11.)

i) “The door plate on a doctor’s house or branch
surgery is the means by which he indicates to the passing
public his availability as a medical practitioner. It should
be unostentations in size and form, and it may bear the
doctor’s qualifications and his surgery hours. There should
not be additional description such as “Psychiatrist” or
“Consulting Surgeon”.....

ii) The use of a large signboard to indicate a private
medical practice, clinic, or dispensary is considered un-
ethical. However as the custom is already prevalent, their
use may continue provided:—

i) the signboard is not floodlit or illuminated in
any way.

ii) the use of the Red cross on any private medical
premises and privately owned- vehicles is a contravention
of the Geneva Convention and is illegal.”

The S.M.A. Council decided:

the United Kingdom and to
acquire the FRCS in Ophthal-
mology. He left for London
last month.

nominal fee or at a subsidised
rate by Government.

“5. The Singapore Medical
association representatives

stated that the matter would

Dr T. C. Chao will be leav- be brought up for the con
ing for London to further his sideration of Association’

study in Pathology (D.C.P.) - Council. The Association will
and Dr Jimmy Sng will be = be in Communication with
going to study Bactereology. the Ministry scon.

E. N. T. SPECIALIST VISITS SINGAIPCRE

Mr. David Cossar visited Singapore for 5 days
with his wife last month. His holiday was interrup-
t2d by an invitation from Mr. Jerry Goh Acting
Head of E.N.T Unit, General Hospital to demonstrate
some surgical procedures.
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(1) Regarding nameplates, there should be no additional
descriptions, as stated in the Ethical Code, Chap. II, D, p. 11. All
practitioners are requested to comply. '

(2) However, clinics indicating specialties with signboards,
are permx.tte;d to do so, provided, the practitioner confines himseir
to a specialist practice, (as-defined in the Ethical Code Chap. III,
p. 14), and does not take part in any general practice.

Such sigqboai‘d_s, gre'ac"ceptawble in Singapore, because of long
usage, and since it indicates the clinic’s limited practice, it is
not considered as advertising.

GWEE AND YEOH -

Dr Gwee Ah Leng and Mr Yeoh Ghim Seng were
appointed Justices of Peace recently at the National
Day honours.

YOUR HELP IS WANTED

Letters complaints, news articles, locums, sale
of books and instruments, will be printed-i» —7
newsletter. -
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'SURGEONS FORM SOCIETY

COHEN PRESIDENT

The-Singapore Surgical Society held its inaugu-
ral meeting on 25th. Aug. 1966, at the Alumni Medi-

cal Centre.

The following were elected:—

President
Vice President
Secretary-Treasurer

Committee members:-

Mr. Yahya Cochen
Prof. L.F. Tinckler

Mr. R. Nambiar
Mr. N. C. Tan
Mr. C. Iony

The ground work for forming the Surgical
Society, was done mostly by Prof. Tinckler, and
Cohen, thanked him, when he took the chair.

The Constitution was
adopted, and there was some
discussion on the activities of
the society for the coming
year. It was generally agreed
that for clinical meetings,
the evenings ‘were suitable.
It was agreed there will be

a scientific’ meeting on the .

last Tuesday of each month,
at 8.15 p.m., at the Pathology
Lecture Theatre.

Formation of a journal
club was discussed. It was
decided to have a monthly
meeting on a Wednesday
evening for members who
would like to participate in

the Journal club. It was re--

commended that specific
subjects were to be covered
rather than to cover journals.
As many members as possi-
ble are urged to participate.

It was agreed that sur-
geons in specialties, such as
Ophthalmology, E.N.T.,, Or-
thopaedics, Gynaecology,

Plastic surgery, etc., should
be encouraged to join the
society.

Many congratulatory tele-
grams were received from
surgical organisations i{rom
England, United States, Hong
Kong etc. wishing them well.

The Society also would be
seeking affiliation to the In-
ternalional Federation of
surgical Colleges. A prelimin-
ary letter from them indi-
cated that once, the society
is on its feet, there would be
no difficulty in seeking affi-
liation.

The Singapore Surgical So-
ciety is affiliated to the S.M.A,,
and the annual subscription
is $10/-, and members should
be members of S.M.A.

If any member would like
to contribute to the scientific
meetings, etc., enquiries
should be directed to the
Secretary.

ALUMNI REUNION - KOTA BAHRU

by Dr. Harold Chan

Last August, several hundred Medical, Dental &
Pharmaceutical graduates of the Singapore Medical
College (Medical Faculty, University of Malaya &
the University of Singapore) gathered in a superb
reunion at Kota Bahru.

Outgoing President
Prof. B. H. Sheares

‘Flagyl’
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the standard

trichomonacide

% Success rate‘ exceeds 90 per cent

% Highly effective in both males and females

% No local treatment necessary

% Extremely well tolerated by patients of all ages
% Presented as a 21-tablet “Prescriber Unit”’—

Speech by
President Dr. Aziz

Dr. Chee Phui Hung
waxing eloquently on the
subject of Foundation
Fund Scholarship.

Section of crowd at A.G.M.

Rush hour at the Bar.

a complete course of treatment

An M&B brand Medical Product

MANUFACTURED BY
MAY & BAKER LTD DAGENHAM - ENGLAND

BRANCH OFFICE
P.0. BOX 693 - SINGAPORE

CORRECTION
The .Editorial Board apologises for
the printing error in the last (August)
issue, where it was stated that “Time-
scale officers and senior Registrars

draw a specialist allowance between
M$200/- and M$250/-.”

. These Officers dr
allowance. :

aw no specialist




