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An important part of the 
annual general meeting was 
the postponement of discus-
sions on contract practice to 
a special general meeting. 

This issue on contract prac-
tice was brought forward by 
a section of doctors who felt 
that there were certain un-
desirable ethical aspects to 
contract practice. 

However, most doctors today 
agree that a higher s mdard 
of medical practice is main-
tained by group practices, 
which are today running most 
of the big contracts. 

The special meeting held on 
16.7.66 adopted most of the 
recommendations of the con-
tract practice subcommittee 
which were circulated to 
members in the 1965-1966 an-
nual report. 

Council Disagrees 
with Drug Restriction 

The Council discussed the 
recent Government restrict-
ion of importation of cer-
tain drugs some of which 
are not available in the local 
pharmacy. 

After much discussion the 
Council instructed the Sec-
retary to communicate with 
the Director of Medical Ser-
vices-  to reconsider the present 
position. 

The matter was previously 
taken up by the 6th Council 
with the Ministry and has also 
kept the Malayan Pharmaceu-
tical Association informed of 
the Associations view point. 
Up to date there has been no 
satisfactory answer from the 
Ministry. 

CONGRATULATIONS  

The Association congratu-
late the following members 
for having acquired higher 
qualification from overseas:— 

Dr. Peggy Goh M.R.C.O.G. 
Dr. Chia Boon Lock, D.P.M. 
Dr. Chua Ping Kih, D.I.H. 
Dr. Tan Seng Whatt and 
Dr. Michael Ong 
F.F.A. R.C.S. Primary. 
Mr. S. S. Ratnam, F.R.C.S. 
England. 
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TRAM IPILLAI VOTED PilESIDENT ELECT 

At the' last Annual General Meeting of the 
Singapore Medical Association Dr. Colin Mar-
cus became the President of the Association. 
Dr. Marcus was formerly the Director of Medi-
cal Services in the Ministry of Health, Singa-
pore. 
Dr. V. Thambipillai, 

Senior Lecturer in anatomy 
at the University of Sing-
apore was elected the Pre-
sident elect. The following 
are the other members of 
the Council. 

Dr. E. C. Leonard 
Hon. Secretary 

Dr. Charles Wilson 
Hon. Treasurer 

Dr. Gwee Ah Leng 
Hon. Editor 

Mr. George Wong 
Mr. Arthur Lim. Members 
Mr. C. Y. Tan 
Dr. John Chong 

CONTRACT PRACTICE 

Medical Facilities: 

Peoples' Defence Force 

The Council at its second Monthly Meeting 
held on the 29th June, 1966, elected a delegat-
ion to meet the Director of Manpower, Mr. 
Herman Hochstadt, to discuss the medical fa-
cilities which the Association may be able to 
provide for the Peoples' Defence Force. 

This was a follow up of a previous meeting held in 
December last year between Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, Singa-
pore's Prime Minister, and a delegation from the 
Association under the Chairmanship of Dr. Goon Sek 
Mun, the past President. 

At this meeting the Prime Minister asked for volun-
teers from the private doctors to provide a "free" medical 
service for the People's Defence Force as an inducement 
to encourage the public to join the force. 

The matter was not freely settled and the present 
Council appointed Dr. Marcus as chairman of adhoc 
committee to look into the matter. 

The other members of the committee consisted of 
Dr. Thambipillai, Mr. Arthur Lim and Dr. John Chong. 

The delegation which consisted of members of the 
adhoc committee held a meeting at the Ministry of Defence 
with the Director of Manpower on the 19th July. The" 
delegation will be reporting to the Council at the coming 
meeting. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Dr. Tan Swee Teck, 
Michael, M.B., B.S. 
(S'pore) 
Dr. Tay Chong Hai, 
M.B., B.S., M.R.C.P. 
(Glas.) 
Dr. (Mrs) Aleyamma 
Cheriyan, M.B., B.S. 
(U. Madras) 
Dr. Leela Sen, 
M.B., B.S. (Bombay), 
D.P.H. (Eng.) 
Mr. Benoy Kumar Sen, 
M.B., B.S. (Malaya), 
F.R.C.S. (Eng.) 
Dr. Tong Hoo Ing, 
M.B., B.S. (S'pore.) 
L/1. VY U116 OGG 1-  Ull, 
M.B., B.S. (Malaya), 
M.R.C.O.G. 
Dr. Sng Ewe Hui, Jimmy, 
M.B., B.S. (S'pore.) 
Dr. Kanthapallil 
Thomas Thomas, 
M.B., B.S. (H.K.) 
Sivanessan Somasun-
dram. 
Stephanie Pereira 
(Miss). 
Tan Sah Tee. 
Lucy Soon Geok Swee 
(Mrs). 

4. Social Committee 
Chairman: 

Mr. George Wong 

5. Insurance Committee 
Chairman: 

Dr. C.B. Wilson 
6. Medical Advisory Coun-

cil 
Dr. C. Marcus 
Dr. J. Chong 

7. School of Post-Graduate 
Medical Studies Repre-
sentative 

Dr. V. Thambipillai 
8. Alumni Medical Centre 

Liaison Committee 
Dr. Chee Phui Hung 

9. Cancer Society 
Dr. Tan Kheng Khoo 

10. Ethics Committee 
Dr. Gwee Ah Leng 
Dr. C. Marcus 

11. Programme Committee 
Dr. Chew Pin Kee 
(Secretary) 

This followed a report to 
the Council by the Liaison 
Committee between S.M.A. 
and S.G.M.D.O.A. The Liai-
son Committee submitted a .  
resolution passed at the 
Annual General Meeting of 
the S.G.M.D.O.A. The re- 
solution reads as follows :— 

"That this House deplores 
the delay of the official 
side in the implementa-
tion of the decision giv-
ing medical officers ade-
quate time off after hav-
ing been on duty the 
night previously a n d 
urges the incoming Com-
mittee to pursue this is-
sue further." 

The Council after much 
discussion directed the 
Honorary Secretary to 
write to the Director of 
Medical Services stating 
that the Singapore Medical 
Association fully supported 
the stand taken by the 
S.G.M.D.O.A. 

Furthermore the Council 
was of the opinion that this 
prolonged duty could cause 
mental and physical ex-
haustion and would endan-
ger the lives of the public. 

STANDING COMMI T i EE 
At the first meeting of the 7th Council of 

the Singapore Medical Association the follow- 
ing were elected to serve on the Standing 
Committees:- 
1. Government Medical 

Officers Committee 
Chairman: 

Dr. Arthur Lim 

Members: 
Dr. Fred Pais 
Dr. Tan Kheng Khoo 

2. Subscriptions Committee 
Chairman: 

Dr. C.B. Wilson 

3. Public Relationg Com-
mittee 
Chairman: 

Dr. C. Marcus 
Members: 

Dr. Gwee Ah Leng 
Dr. Mohd. bin Abu 
Bakar Dr. v. Tnamoipinai 

TIME OFF AFTER NIGHT DUTY 
The 7th Council at its second Monthly 

Meeting decided to support the stand taken by 
the Singapore Government Medical and Dental 
Officers Association regarding time off after 
night duty. 



The June issue of the S.G.M.D.O.A. news-
letter commented in its editorial "That it was 
with regret that we see a steady stream of 
officers of all categories leaving our service into 
the private sector." 

The editorial expressed the view that those who 
have resigned were not attracted by better material 
rewards awaiting them in private practice and a record 
of their attitudes are on record in the files of the 
S.G.M.D.O.A. The editorial stressed that it was 
frustration resulting from the lack of concern by an 
administration that has driven them out. 

The editorial commented 
that the 'ability and the 
quality of an officer as a 
clinician appeared to be of 
secondary importance and 
that it appears that the ad-
ministrators wanted officers 
who do not ask awkward 
questions or show too much 
initiative. 

The editorial stated that 
they are expecting more re-
signations soon from the 
Government into the pri-
vate sector if no substan-
tial improvements in work- 
ing conditions and salary 
are made. 

Your Views are 
Wanted 

The 7th Council at the second 
Monthly Meeting decided to pro-
duce a newsletter to keep mem-
bers informed of the activities of 
the Council. 

A classified column for lo-
cums, old books or instruments 
will be published free for mem-
bers of the SMA. 

Members wishing to contri-
bute either articles, letters or 
medical news may write to the 
Editor Newsletter, c/o Alumni 
Centre, 8 College Road, Singapore 
3 or ring 20467 for the Editor. 

The following were appointed 
to the editorial board: 

Dr. Arthur S.M. Lim (Editor) 
Dr. George See Wong 
Dr. Tan Kheng Khoo 
Mr. Jerry Goh 

'Surmontil'* is supplied 
as tablets of 25 mg. 
trimipramine (as maleate) 
and 2 ml. ampoules 
of injection solution 
containing 1.25% w/v 
(12.5 mg. per ml.) of 
trimipramine (as 
methanesulphonate). 
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STREAM OF RESIGNATION 
- S. G. M. D. O. A. NEWSLETTER 

(a) Timescale officers gaz-
etted as Specialists 
between $400/- and 
$500/-. 

(b) Superscale `G' Spec-
ialists between $750/-
and $8501-. 

(c) Superscale 'F' Spec-
ialists between $900/-
and $1,050/-. 

Timescale Officers & Senior 
Registrars between $200/-
and $250 /-. 

Superscale Grade `G' be-
tween $200/- and $250/-. 
Superscale Grade `E' be-
tween $200/- and $500/-. 
Superscale Grade 'D' (ad-
ministrative) $200/-. 
Superscale Grade 	(ad- 
ministrative ) $200/-. 

COHEN WEDS 

Yahya Cohen, Senior Surgeon 
at the General Hospital, Singapore, 
was married last month, July 31 
1966 to Miss Janina Sophie Horowitz, 
an engineer. 

S. M. A. SPECIAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

24th August 1966 at Medical 
Alumni Centre. 

Agenda: 

(i) Contract Practice 
(ii) Hospital Planning 

(Details will be circularised) 

DOCTORS WANTED 

PEOPLES DEFENCE FORCE, 

MEDIC 	 AT,FACILITIES 

Private doctors may volunteer as 
honorary doctors to the Peoples' Defence 
Force. 

Please indicate to Secretary, S.M.A. 
if you wish to volunteer. 

GOVERNMENT SPECIALISTS 

MAY GET MORE PAY 
Last year the Singapore Government and 

Dental Officers' Association submitted a memo-
randum to the salary revision for better condi-
tions of service and increase in pay. 

Since then the Malaysian Government has intro-
duced a specialist allowance for their medical and 
dental officers. 

The allowance given to the Malaysian officers are 
considerably higher than that at the moment received 
by Government specialists in Singapore. 

A comparison of this difference is shown in the 
table below:— 

Malaysian 	Government's 	(d) Superscale 'D' Spec- 
Offer to their Officers 	 ialists between $1,100 

	

The Malaysian Cabinet, 	and $1,200. 

on 7th June 1966, offered 	At the moment, special- 
the 	following Specialist 	ists in the Singapore Medi- 
Allowances to their Medical 	cal Service draw the follow- 
and Dental Officers: 	ing specialists allowances:— 

partial 
curt 
an 

 

Surmontil 

 

the new M&B 
antidepressant 
with psycho-
sedative 
properties 

A highly effective tricyclic compound 
for use in all forms of depression. 

Exerts a marked psychosedative 
effect which minimizes or obviates 
the need for concurrent use of 
sedatives or tranquillizers. 

Well tolerated. 

Not an MAO inhibitor. 

EVITOMAL POLICY 

The Editiorial policy for the year will 
be to report news with minimal comments. 

All comments will not necessarily be 

the views of the Council Si *ill be those of 
the Editioral Board or Individuals. 

No part or whole of this Newsletters 

can be reproduced without permission of 
the Editorial Board. 


