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3 years. An Order was given by the Court
on application by the Health Authority
(consented to by the parents and the
consulting physicians) to stop the life-
supporting measures. It was held by the
House of Lords that the object of medical
treatment is for the benefit of the patient,
and the principle of sanctity of life was not
absolute. Hence, in the circumstances, the
life supporting measures can be stopped.

LIMITATIONS TO CONSENT
Euthanasia
No person can consent to being killed.
Hence, euthanasia is illegal in Singapore
and may amount to murder. However, in
view of developments in Holland, and more
recently in England, there could be some
modification in the law in the near future.

Abortion
The Termination of Pregnancy Act (Cap.
324) contains another example of a
situation where no consent can be
validly given. Thus, under s.4 of the Act
(modelled on English Law) no treatment

can be given by a medical practitioner
for the termination of pregnancy if the
pregnancy is more than 24 weeks duration.
Exception is made where the treatment is
necessary to save the life of the pregnant
woman, or to prevent grave permanent
injury to the physical or mental health of
that person. The above Act is to be read
together with s.315 of the Penal Code
which punishes a person destroying the
life of a child capable of being born alive
(i.e. an unborn child of 28 weeks) unless it is
necessary to save the life of the mother.

Sterilisation
At one time, sexual sterilisation was
regarded in some circles as being against
public policy. By the Voluntary Sterilisation
Act (Cap.347), sterilisation has been
made legal in Singapore since the end
of 1974 if carried out by a registered
medical practitioner. Consent can be
given by the following:
a. by a person over 21 (who is not married).
b. by a person under 21 (who is married).
c. by a person under 21 (who is not married,

if the parents/guardian consents).

d. by the wife or husband of a married
person where there is mental illness
or deficiency, or epilepsy.

e. by the parent/guardian of an
unmarried person as in (d) above.

CONSENT TO DEATH
Though euthanasia is still illegal, the law
generally recognises that a person owns
his own body. He is therefore entitled to
decide to live or die. Thus, under the
Penal Code, suicide has never been a
crime in Singapore. The right to die has
been further recognised with regard to
the artificial prolongation of the dying
process. Section s.3 of the Advance
Medical Directive Act (Cap.4A) allows a
person above 21 and of sound mind to
execute a directive (witnessed by a
medical practitioner) that he does not
desire to be subjected to extraordinary
life-sustaining treatment in the event of
his suffering from a terminal illness. Under
s.11 this does not affect the right, power
or duty which a medical practitioner
or any other person has in relation to
palliative care.  ■
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A Seminar for GPs
Organised by

Medical Protection Society

“AVOIDING LITIGATION:
AN ANALYSIS OF

1000 NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS
AGAINST GENERAL
PRACTITIONERS”

Speaker : Dr Tim Hegan
International Operations

Manager

Medical Protection Society

Date : 31 Oct 2001, Wed

Time : 5.00 – 7.00 pm

Venue : Venus Room, Level 3

Novotel Apollo Hotel

405 Havelock Road
Singapore 169633

Admission is FREE

For information,
please contact Resan at

Tel: 223 1264 or
Email: resan@sma.org.sg

SMA ANNUAL MEDICAL ETHICS CONVENTION 2001
1 – 4 NOV 2001 (THU – SUN)

TAN TOCK SENG HOSPITAL, THEATRETTE (LEVEL 1)

CONVENTION PROGRAMME

1 – 3 Nov “The Making of an Ethics Consultant”

3 Nov (Sat) Practice Management Seminar
Soft Launch & Demo of “SMA @xpress” &
Seminar on “Maids Employment Medical Examination”

1.30 pm Registration
2.00 pm Opening Remarks for Conference and Soft Launch of “SMA @xpress”

by Prof Low Cheng Hock, President SMA
2.10 pm Demonstration on “SMA Express” (Handheld Computing Project)

- Introducing a convenient mobile channel for rapid dissemination of
  relevant health care information.
by Dr Tan Min-Han, SMA IT Committee

2.30 pm Overview by Chairman of Seminar on
“Maids Employment Medical Examination”
by A/Prof Goh Lee Gan, Chairman, SMA Ethics Committee

2.35 pm Ethical Aspect of the Doctor as a Medical Examiner - Overview
by Dr Wee Keng Poh, President, Medico-Legal Society

3.00 pm Legal Aspect of the Doctor as a Medical Examiner
- Medical Examination under the Employment Act Explained
by Mr Lek Siang Pheng, Partner, Helen Yeo & Partners

3.25 pm The Maids Employment Medical Examination - How to Do It
by A/Prof Cheong Pak Yean, President, College of Family Physicians Singapore

3.45 pm Tea Break
4.15 pm Pregnancy Testing - Its Sensitivity and Specificity

by Dr Lim Teck Beng, 1st Vice President SMA
4.35 pm Panel Discussion
5.00 pm Closing

4 Nov (Sun)
9.00 am – 12.30 pm “Informed Consent”
1.30 – 3.15 pm SMA Lecture 2001 by Mr K Shanmugam
3.30 – 5.30 pm “Preparing for the Court Room”

For registration and more information, please contact
Ms Ng Wee Fong at Tel: 223 1264 or Email: weefong@sma.org.sg


